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1. The mercury mines of Italy are concentrated in the Mon'te‘Amia.ta. district in the
provinces of|Siena and Grosseto, 75 miles north of Rome.“ The prinicipal mines arc
the Abbadia San Salvatore, Siele, Argus,’ aud Cuorreto Planc.
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2. Reserves are reputed to average one per cenl mercury in Abbadia, three per cent mercury
in Siele, and 0.6 per cent in Idria. |The Monte Amiata district is characterized by a

series of hcwﬁimentary rocks ra.ne;mg from Triassic to Loane. in age and Lhickly cavped

b3 1 The structure oi"the area is c.omplux and 1o
p::orly l:nown_, but most of the ore bodies seem to lie along or near a major, north-trend-
ing fault or|alopg associated cross fractures L,lnn&b&r‘ is the only imp')rtam ore
mineral, and|clay minerals are by far|the mo.)t, sbundant products of hydrothermal
alteration in the ore zone.

3. At the Abbadia mine, the horizontal ct‘xt—and—flll method oi’ stoping is used with fill
obtained from the stope, Trom other parts of the mine, or from the surface. Parts of
some I1alian\mines, particularly tke Siele and Argus, u.re -In sound rock, which wilil
stand ‘ndefinitely with little or no support. But the majorlt.y are in ground so0 heavy
the workings must be lined with bru.k‘ wood blocks, or Sx‘tone. All workings, except
stopes, are clircular or oval in sec Llon ©o distribute the essentlially fluid pressure
ol +he E;rounq. i i

|

b, The Abbadie and Idris mines use tLower |or: ghnit furnaces for treating coarse orecs and
Cc-rm&k—-Spire}‘: furnaces for treating fine ores. Other Itallan mines depend =ntirely on

Cermak-Spirek furnaces. ‘ ‘

5;- The Abbadia, land at least eight other Jabanioned or idle mines in tke distrist are usder
concegslon td perpetuity to the Soclete Anonima Minermua Monte Am.ata, which i1s %3
per cent govc;:rnmeut owned or controlldd.: The Giele, Argus, and Cerreto Piano arc
privately owned and operated. ‘

SEE LAST FAGE RN SURJICT & AREA CODES

u. s. Of?icials Only

CONFIDENTTAL
| NRRHNAAFIHKORMAR 0N w
[o1sTRiouT 0N wp [u7aTE [ x_ianmy [ x Jnavy Tix]riw [x [roi! o 1] I

Tlds report I8 for “the use within the USA of tha Intelligence compunent.b of the ‘Departments or

| 35;?53??&6‘3‘%&“ f.Relea “&dﬁzﬁ’é&iﬁ‘é’" fé‘lA“BﬁﬁWaﬁ“ G5B0380878.3 orn.




||

Approved For'Release 2002/01/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500390076-3

! } \ 25X1A
| |

N

| CONFIDENTIAL/US OFVICIALS ONLY ‘ -
1 w oo .

|| ;
6. Mercurio Buropeo, and] }I:tali&n-Sps.nish certel was established in 1928 ito control out-
PLt, increase consumption, reduce competition, and maintedin the grice. At that time,
Itallen and Spanish p:‘c'jo%iucers controlled 8C per cent of world output. Sales were
apportioned on the basis of 45 per cent for Italy. The outpu* of both Italy and Spain
is sold through this '%;Fmization. ‘
‘ !
T. Reports on the extent b.f reserves are conflicting, but it appears that production can
be maintained at c:urre.:nt levels| for many years.
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